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from the editor’s desk 


What Price Kindness ? 


This is a strange world we live in today—a world where values once held to be 
inviolate now undergo daily reappraisal; a world where to progress does not al- 
ways mean to go forward. 


Not so long ago when life was simpler—or seemed so—our humane education ef- 
forts could be based on a clear, if perhaps naive, concept: humane attitudes were 
considered a natural development of the mind and spirit of civilized man. It fol- 
lowed that these attitudes could be taught, and through education each generation 
would be more humane than its predecessor. 


Then suddenly the cost of living rose, the dollar shrunk in value and we now 
look with dismay upon a whole new parade of human foibles impelled by the piti- 
less realities of economics. 


Faced with spiraling grain costs, poultry farmers have sacrificed hundreds of 
thousands of baby chicks on the altar of economics. Why? Because it was cheaper 
to kill them than to raise them. 


Price controls on beef triggered wide-scale destruction of young calves because, 
once again, rising feed costs were devouring potential profits. 


And finally we read daily of horsemeat markets opening up around the country, 
as one man’s Secretariat becomes another man’s meat. In this richest of nations, 
thousands of horses are being raised for slaughter, again to meet the dictates of eco- 
nomic expediency. 


If we are aghast at these happenings, we must react with vigor. If we care about 
animals, we must care about the whole world. As humane citizens, we must broad- 
en the way we manifest our concerns. It is not enough to press for humane legis- 
lation alone; we must demand of our elected officials a saner society, with proper 
safeguards against despoiling our environment, or wrecking our economy. 


We must urge responsible planning on the part of economists and politicians. 
Foresight may prevent further escalation of evils that hindsight cannot erase. 


If animals must be destroyed, we can see that this is done in the most humane 
way possible. The American Humane Association and affiliated agencies have con- 
tacted hatcheries to ensure that humane methods are used. 


And lastly, we can teach our children that despite what they see on T.V. and in 
the newspapers, life is still sacred—every kind of life. By working together toward 
humane goals, perhaps one day we will be able to return to a world where no crea- 
ture pays with his death for the high cost of living. 


Conbter. €. VSuttach 


Carlton E. Buttrick 
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[he Magic World Of Summer: 
A Time To Learn And Grow 


Do you know how to teach a calf to drink? What a sand 
crab likes to eat? How to shear a sheep? 


These are just a few of the new experiences enjoyed this 
summer by some three hundred and fifty boys and girls, 
between the ages of six and 15, who took part in the 
League’s humane educational program at the Animal Friends 
Summer School. 


Located on some 15-acres in Cataumet, Cape Cod, the 
School is operated by the League as trustee of the Baxen- 
dale Memorial Foundation, which was established to promote 
humane education. 


Concern for the welfare of domestic animals, wildlife and 
all living creatures is the focal point of the school’s unique 
curriculum. Held in two three-week sessions, this year’s 
program offered youngsters a choice of nine courses, three 
of which were offered for the first time. 


A new course in “Ecology Photography”, taught by 
Karen Karten, gave youngsters a chance to capture nature’s 
activities on film, then develop and print their own photo- 
graphs, some of which appear on the opposite page. 


a 


A lively game of volley ball gets everyone into the act. 


In two other courses, ““Candlemaking’’ with instructor 
Rebecca Bryant, and “Basketry” with instructor Carol Hill, 
campers developed new skills and made a variety of useful 
and decorative items to take home in the Fall. 


Among the most popular classes were ‘’Farm Animals’, a 
course in caring for sheep, pigs, goats, calves and poultry 
taught by Roger Van Teyens, and “Our Ocean World” an 
introduction to the plants and animals that inhabit the salt 
water, taught by Mark Hopf. 


In “Pet Care and Dog Obedience Training’, taught by 
Steve Snurkowski, about 30 pet dogs accompanied by their 
young owners learned good canine manners, while all the 
children in the class learned to care for cats, rabbits, guinea 
pigs, and other small pets. 


Other classes included “Nature Studies’’, an introduction 
io ee to conservation and ecology taught by Lisa Kenny; ’’Macra- 
— VS a me” the art of creating belts, purses, jewelry and wall-hang- 
Vicky chi cranancdhy (top) and Duane Wardel get acquainted with ings from twine or rope, taught by Cynthia Beal; and 
rabbits in Pet Care class (left) while Lisa Irvin and John Williams “Woodworking”, a course in which young builders learned 
try their hands at carpentry (right). skills and safety techniques from instructor Doyle Smith. 
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®enny Hanson begins a new creation in 
cesketry class. 


tL tay 
ok aes ee tee Weta te ee a Be 
Dr. Carlton Buttrick meets some canine students in the dog obedience class, with their Steve Pescosolido coaxes a four-footed model to pose 


for photographer Arnie Maxwell. 


Te2s2 summer scenes (left to right) were photographed and developed by students in the ecology photography class: ““Uppy”’ by Julie Bosselman; wild 
22s by Eric Cortell; portrait of a calf by Steve Pescosolido; girls feeding a calf by Laurianne Valeri, and sunlight on eel grass by Arnold Maxwell. 
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Richard W. Bryant, School Director, had a special word 
of thanks for camp cook Nancy Gollinger and for the assis- 
tant instructors who “‘gave so generously of their time in 
every activity and project.” They are Robin Ketchin, Elisa 
Maxwell, David Beal, Varick Dey, Noel Roberts and Eric 
McLaughlin. 


Guest lecturers, special events and demonstrations aug- 
mented regular class activities. Boating safety tips, marine 
life, Zoo animals, native wildlife, pet nutrition, weather fore- 
casting, humane activities and sheep shearing were among 
the exciting subjects presented by representatives from such 
groups as the Mass. Department of Education, Bureau of 
Nutrition, U.S. Coast Guard, Boston Zoological Society, 
New England Aquarium, Trailside Museum, Natural History 
Museum of Brewster, Bureau of Fisheries and Wildlife, N.H. 
Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and the Blue 
Seal Feed Co. 


John Curry learns some new twists from macrame instructor, 
Cynthia Beal. 


» an a 
This goat was one of many farm animals Dolly 
Cameron Bright and Andrew Johnson, and Session I! (right): Pamela Henderson and Farrel met this summer. 

Maryanne Battles. The award is given to a child ‘‘who best exemplifies the qualities of 

sincerity, helpfulness, consideration and interest in and devotion to animals.” 
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Andrew Burr completes the bird- Instructor Roger Van Teyens (center) helps Lisa Kim Kelley pours wax into a mold in candle- 
house he made in woodworking class. Campbell and Thomas Chisholm teach newly- making class. 
weaned calves to drink. 
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What Makes Sammy Sif? 


From the minute Sam walked into That Room he had the 
feeling he wanted to be anywhere else. Yes, he knew it was 
Wednesday night all right. “She” had rushed him through 
his usually leisurely dinner, past an enticing T.V., and on out 
to the Animal Rescue League’s Obedience Class. By the time 
they got to the League his stomach hurt. Oh, there was no 
doubt about it, he’d rather be watching “Doctor in the 
House” in the safety of his own living room! 


So the first thing he did when he entered That Room was 
to let out a long, low howl in protest. It was a ridiculously 
canine thing to do, he had to admit, but nevertheless mildly 
satisfying. 

He looked around at his fellow prisoners. There was no 
doubt about it, they weren’t exactly happy either. 


Cocco, the poodle, sat shaking, dwarfed by the other dogs. 


Charger, the German Shepherd (who looked like someone 
you'd rather have for than against you) paced nervously. 
Chan, the Pekinese, did a lot of bouncing. 


But the funniest of all were the people. They lined up 
along the walls like little kids waiting for the doctor. Well, 
why shouldn’t they be nervous? The whole thing was for 
them anyway. They were the ones who needed obedience 
training! Hmm, the nerve of them, Sam thought, dragging 
25 dogs away from a relaxing evening on the couch to teach 
people to teach them! What an inconvenience! 


it wasn’t that Sam couldn’t do what they asked. After 
all, anyone can sit, stay, heel and come. It was just that hu- 
mans were so incredibly inconsistent! One often had a ter- 
rible time figuring out what exactly they wanted! Just tell 
me what you want and I'll give it to you, grumbled Sam. 


“Okay, handlers, spread-out and stay away from the 
other dogs as much as you can,” Sam was jarred from his 
thoughts by the voice of instructor, Richard Bryant. 


Actually, Sam mused, he wasn’t so bad. Mr. Bryant 
seemed to be smart enough to understand dogs, while still 
maintaining his ability to communicate with people. Some- 
times he could actually bring things right to people-level. 


“All right, talk it up,” Mr. Bryant instructed the people. 
Sam guessed they were going to try and communicate with 
the dogs, but people aren’t quite that pliable. 


by Andrea Obston 


Sam looked around during the heeling exercise (after all, 
once She got the idea, he didn’t have to concentrate on what 
he was doing). Mr. Bo Jangles, Richard Bryant's dog, lay 
asleep in the middle of the circle (it was obvious he’d trained 
his master well). 


Cocco, the poodle, was being dragged around to the tune 
of ‘‘Heel, heel.’” Robin, the springer spaniel kept rolling 
over on his back, and... 


“WAIT A MINUTE!” 


Charger went charging for the door, not quite making it. 
“This happens to him every week,” muttered a side-line ob- 
server, as someone spread chemicals on the error. 


Sam smiled to himself. Well, that’s one way to get out, 
for a while, he thought. 


Next Mr. Bryant and Paul Fratic, the other trainer, show- 
ed the sit-stay exercise. Using Bo Jangles as his helper, Mr. 
Bryant illustrated bringing his hand down in front of Bo’s 
face to indicate he should stay. 


Most of us will get that the first time, said Sam to him- 
self, but that’s gonna throw the people. And it did. 


“1 don’t know who it’s harder on—the dogs or us,”” com- 
mented Robin’s owner. 


People are such slow learners, declared Sam as he obser- 
ved fists being shaken at dogs and fingers being pointed in 
an effort to follow the trainers’ instructions. How are we 
dogs to understand you people if you won’t make up your 
mind, he questioned. No wonder Mitzi’s facing the wrong 
way! “‘Mitzi, sit. Never mind kissing,” said her owner. 


Sam noticed though, that She was doing quite well in get- 
ting the idea. She started telling him when he did things 
right (something She’d never done before) and that made 
him feel pretty good. Everybody enjoys an occasional pat 
on the head, Sam thought, even if it is dog-like. Maybe this 
class wasn’t so bad after all. 


Maybe the whole thing wasn’t as awful as he had thought. 
After all, it was a night out; a chance to meet some new 
faces, and maybe even get Her an education. 


People are really quite nice as pets, once you get them 
trained properly, thought Sam. 
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Prize Pets Parade Ai 
League’s Annuai Show 


Over 200 pets gathered to vie for prizes at the annual pet 
show, August 4th, in North Falmouth, making this year’s 
show the biggest and best attended ever. 


A golden retriever named Shaney appropriately fetched 
the Best of Show award in competition with eight other fi- 
nalists. Shaney, owned by Mark Collins of Brookfield, Conn. 
was blue ribbon winner in the female dog class and also took 
second prize in the obedience contest. 


Judges Arthur G. Slade, Earl E. Wentzel and John S. 
Norton considered condition, care of pet and “‘appeal’’ in 
selecting winners in the following classes: Puppies under six 
months, female dogs, male dogs, kittens under six months, 
cats, rabbits and guinea pigs, miscellaneous pets, the best 
tailwagger and the most obedient dog. Thirty-six animals 
took part in the rabbit and guinea pig class alone. 


A sheltie pup and a goat were first and second runners-up 
for the Best in Show award. Every pet received a third 
prize ribbon so no one went home with whiskers out of 
joint. 
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Bill Tuttle’s guinea pig, “’T’’, took second prize in competition with 35 
rabbits and guinea pigs. 


Carol Von Hersen congratulates her prize puppy Sandy who won a blue 
ribbon. 


Siobhan Harwood’s goat, Imus, is all ears as judges announce the winners. 


Dr. Carlton E. Buttrick presents the Best in Show ribbon to Mark Collins’ 
golden retriever, Shaney. 


Winnie the Pooh and Piglet create a fur stole for owner Martha Snow. 


Susan Stratton’s kitten Toby won a second prize ribbon to decorate his 
basket. 


In the winners’ circle are (left to right) Siobhan Harwood with Imus, second 
runner up for Best in Show; Mark Collins with Shaney, Best in Show; 

Dr. Carlton Buttrick and Carol Von Hersen with Sandy, who was first run- 
ner up. 


Larry Furtado hugs Sam after the Labrador took second prize in the male 
dog competition. 


Mary Beth Wright's dog, Snizzle, rests after taking second prize in the con- 
test for Best Tailwagger. 
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Tammy's 
Twenty-five PePS by richard w. Bryant 


The children who make their home in the red-brick 
building on South Huntington Avenue in Boston come from 
a variety of backgrounds, but they share common problems— 
and one very uncommon friend. 


On the day that | visited the New England Home for Lit- 
tle Wanderers a very overweight black and white mongrel 
basked on the front steps in the hot August sun. As | ap- 
proached, she got up, stretched, cautiously looked me over 
and began wagging her tail. This was my first introduction 
to “Tammy”, the Child Care Center’s well-loved mascot. 


After shaking hands (and paws) we went inside to meet 
Mrs. Florence Richardson, staff secretary, whose glowing 
letter about Tammy had prompted my visit. As we walked 
down the hall a child called to the dog who romped hap- 
pily off with the boy for some ball chasing in the back yard. 
It was easy to see Mrs. Richardson’s description of Tammy 
was justified. 


“Tammy is greatly loved, and loves’’, she had written. 
Most of the twenty-five children who live in the home suffer 
from emotional problems. At the Home they receive help, 
comfort, therapy, counseling and their education. From 
Tammy they learn to love. 


Nationwide surveys recently have shown that pets are 
becoming increasingly valuable in the treatment of emotion- 
al disorders in children. Because most children like animals, 
a pet’s presence creates a happy environment. Children will 
often talk to a pet when they won’t confide in a human, en- 
abling an attentive counselor to learn more about the child 
and his problems. 


The obvious reason why youngsters like and trust pets is 
because they are usually loveable, trustworthy and faith- 
ful. In her unofficial capacity as counselor and friend, Tam- 
my exemplifies these virtues. Mrs. Richardson describes her 
as “one of the most intelligent dogs | have ever seen. She 
not only knows everyone who stays here, but also remembers 
them when they leave for a long time and return to visit. 
She lets the children lie on her, love her, teach her tricks— 
anything but rough-house. When that starts, she just up 
and walks away.” 


A great watchdog, the seven-year old mascot’s duties 
include faithfully guarding the second floor sleeping quar- 
ters every night. She is self-taught, according to Mrs. Ri- 
chardson and has her own rules. During the day she comes 
in and goes out at will, has her own freedom yet knows this 
is her home. 
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Tammy and friend. 


“Tammy is very important to the children here,’’ Mrs. 
Richardson had written in her letter, ‘“for she is the one 
thing that is permanent. People come and go, but Tammy 
stays, and it means a lot to the children to know that things 
do not change too much. She is here to greet them when 
they leave and return. These children need a lot of love and 
that is the one sure thing that Tammy gives.” 


From their faithful friend the children have learned to 
give also. Mrs. Richardson told me that Tammy once adop- 
ted a dog friend, a little black terrier, partially blind and hard 
of hearing. The two were inseparable pals for about a year, 
until the day Blackie was hit by a car on Huntington Avenue. 
Afterwards Tammy was ina state of depression for about 
three months, doing not much of anything but lying down 
at the end of the driveway. Much to everyone’s surprise, 
the children sensed Tammy’s emotional problem and spent 
a great deal of time sitting with her, walking with her and 
encouraging her to play, until she responded and soon was 
back to her old self again. 


All too soon it was dinner time for the Little Wanderers, 
so | departed . . . Tammy was out front again to say ““good- 
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Announcing: 


Variety Of 
Dog Training Classes 


Set For Fall 


PUPPY CLASSES — Once a month the League will 
hold a special class for new puppies (ages 2 months 
to 5 months) and their owners. Geared to bring the 
owner and the puppy together in a mutually satis- 
factory relationship, classes will include basic puppy 
care information, house training, correction of bad 
habits and question and answer sessions. 


NOVICE DOG TRAINING — Every six weeks a new 
series of six-week courses in basic dog obedience train- 
ing begins. Dogs six months of age and older are eli- 
gible. Designed to help the owner train his dog to be 
well-mannered, the course includes lessons in sitting, 

_ walking by the owner’s side with a leash, lying down, 

| staying in place and coming when called. 


| ADVANCED DOG TRAINING — Dogs that complete 

) the novice course may proceed to advanced training 
which is planned to enhance the dog-owner relation- 
ship and teach the pet to obey commands without the 
aid of a leash. Lessons in off-leash practice will include 
such exercises as sitting, walking by the side, coming 
when called, staying in place, lying down and jumping 
hurdles. 


For information on any of these classes, call or write 
the Animal Rescue League of Boston at P.O. Box 265, 
Boston, Mass. 02117; Tel. 426-9170. 


Experimenis On Man 
Improve Animal Health 


After years of experimenting on dogs to perfect medical 
treatments for man it is interesting to note reports from 
around the world which indicate that a number or medical 
advances first tried out on humans are now helping to make 
a dog’s life healthier and happier. 


For example, when PV, a Glendale, Arizona dog, recently 
broke her left canine tooth, it looked like her bone-chewing 
days were over. But a dentist and a veterinarian collaborated 
in fitting her with a specially designed crown, made of dental 
gold, alloyed with platinum and paladium. It’s the strongest 
substance now in use by dentists explained Judy Messer, PV’s 
owner, who happily for her pet, is also co-owner of the crown 
and bridge dental laboratory that made the crown. 


Not all stories have such happy endings. Stan, an airdale 
terrier in Guecho, Spain, was fitted with contact lenses 
last year after his sight was impaired when he was hit by a 
car. History tragically repeated itself when, after a year of 
normal life with his restored vision, Stan was again hit by a 
car and this time was killed. 


The lives of thousands of men and women have been 
saved by a device the size of a pocket flashlight, perfected by 
Boston heart specialist Dr. Paul Zoll. Now thanks to two 
Kansas veterinarians the life of a 10 year old Boston terrier 
named Ginger has been prolonged by Dr. Zoll’s invention, 
the electronic pacemaker. The pacemaker, identical to those 
placed in about 60 people a month in Kansas City Hospitals, 
was contributed by its manufacturer. The 45 minute opera- 
tion was performed free by Drs. George Gates and Joseph 
Barben, Veterinarians. 


Psychological animal ailments, as well as physical ones, 
are also being treated with remedies once reserved for 
people instead of pets. Thorazine, a well-known tranquili- 
zer, is prescribed by veterinarians for animals who must be 
kept quiet during recuperation from injuries, or during ex- 
amination, or to calm a pet down for a long journey. Some 
doctors have also reported successful use of drugs to relieve 
pets exhibiting symptoms of depression. 


Though many animals have benefitted from treatments 
usually prescribed for people, the use of “human” medicines 
does not always have happy results. Just this past month 
customs agents in San Ysidro, Calif. found themselves with 
two dozen drunken parrots on their hands. Smugglers at- 
tempting to illegally transport the birds across the U.S. bor- 
der from Mexico had dosed the parrots liberally with te- 
quila to ensure their silence. 
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All in A Day’s Work 


Barge into a bat in your bedroom?Smell a skunk in the 
garbage pail? 


Don’t panic — just call for A.R.L. agent Peter Faux. 
These are just a couple of the unique predicaments the 
League’s emergency and rescue team has encountered in a 
routine day’s work. 


“‘Animals are just like kids’, he explains. ‘They get into 
mischief’. After three years and hundreds of emergency 
calls, Peter is a master at dealing with what he calls mis- 
chief. 


One recent call came from a panicked woman who said 
there was a snake under her bed. Agent Faux arrived and 
captured the unwelcome guest who turned out to be a five- 
foot boa constrictor. The roaming reptile had escaped from 
its owner’s neighboring apartment when the door was left 
ajar. 


Answering another call one Sunday, he found a fox ter- 
rier with his paw caught in the escalator at the Forest Hills 
M.B.T.A. station. After unsuccessful attempts to reverse 
the escalator, he had to remove the entire metal plate to free 
the trapped animal, who will hopefully stick to stairs in the 
future. 


Paws, in fact, are a common source of problems. One 
puppy got his caught in a bathtub drain and was frantic by 
the time help arrived. After calming him with a little food, 
Peter oiled the paw until it slipped free. Another day he had 
to enlist the aid of the local fire department who supplied 
tools to help free a cat with his paw caught in a fence. 


Many emergency calls involve small wildlife native to New 
England — raccoons, opossums, bats, skunks and even por- 


cupines. Formerly assistant naturalist at the Trailside Mu- 
seum, Peter finds his knowledge of feeding preferences and 
habits helpful in handling wildlife rescues. If a wild animal 
is injured, he sees that its injuries are treated. Otherwise he 
turns it loose in its native habitat. 


Pleas to rescue cats in trees are also frequent. He usually 
advises owners of cats in this predicament to exercise pa- 
tience. ‘’Most cats will get down of their own accord,” he 
says, especially if you lure them with a favorite food.” 


Not all emergencies are so easily handled. Answering a 
recent call from the Boston Police Department, he joined 
several officers in front of a Boston apartment house. When 
he asked, “Why are we here?”’, they explained that they 
were after a cache of drugs and ammunition in one of the 
apartments. “But there are dogs in there”, they added. 
Upon entering they found drugs, guns, ammunition and 
“one dog who was almost—but not quite—as nervous as | 
was’’, Peter laughed. 


Risk is nothing new for the seasoned agent whose rescues 
have involved humans as well as animals. Returning from a 
call on the Southeast Expressway last year, he noticed a 
five-year old boy on the center divider, obviously frightened 
and about to dart into oncoming traffic. He put on his 
emergency light and stopped long enough to whisk the boy 
into the truck and deliver him to a police car at the next 
exit. 


Later that same day he and Jerry McGrath, another 
League agent, witnessed a young man grab a bag of money 
from an elderly gentleman on a downtown Boston street. 
They jumped out of the truck and chased the robber, cor- 
nering him in an alley until the police arrived. 


While he prefers rescue work, Peter occasionally goes out 
on a regular route, picking up animals whose owners are 
giving them up. The most distressing aspect of this type 
work, he feels, is the fact that so many of these situations 
could have been avoided if pet owners would only have their 
animals spayed or neutered. ‘’Too often, people just don’t 
care.” Unwanted litters of puppies and kittens suffer as a 
result. 


This callousness is the exception though rather than the 
rule. Most people give up their pets only for unavoidable 
reasons and are extremely upset at parting. One man was so 
emotionally distressed when the humane agent came to pick 
up a well-loved dog that he suffered a heart attack. Peter 
immediately called an ambulance and administered chest 
massage until help arrived. His quick reflexes saved the 
man’s life. 


The feelings of the people and the pets the agent has 
helped were probably best summed up in the words ofa 
seven-year old boy. He and his ten-year old brother were 
alone at home when their puppy’s foot got caught in a bed- 
spring. After Peter promptly answered their call and released 
the pet, the younger boy thanked him solemnly and added: 
“If you ever need help, mister, please call us.”’ 
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Leave The Babes In The WOOGS 4, richard w. aryant 


There is a great deal of misunderstanding among children 
and adults concerning the plight of young native wildlife 
species. 


Quite often, while walking in the forest or a field during 
the Spring and Summer, you are likely to stumble upon a 
young wild animal that appears to be abandoned. The big 
hearted person who brings the animal home to be “saved,” 
usually gives little or no thought to what he is doing. It is 
an emotionally sound gesture, with all good intentions, but 
very few of these babies are really orphans. 


Young wildlife do not fear humans, as do the older and 
wiser ones. A mother rabbit, for instance, will scurry off 
when someone approaches, leaving the babies behind. Many 
people, seeing the bunnies, raccoons, squirrels, birds, or 
skunks think they are orphaned. Usually the mother is near- 
by, hiding in the thickets. 


Once the babies are taken, you have committed yourself 
to caring for an animal that will almost always die a prema- 
ture death. Only one out of ten young wild animals will live 
under the best of circumstances. With the proper care, feed- 
ing and housing they may grow up to be healthy pets. But 
these animals are now dependent on humans for survival. 
Being raised in a home, they are used to artificial foods. 
They have not had the chance to learn from their mother 
how to acquire their own food and otherwise survive in their 
natural habitat. The animals lose their fear of humans and 
of domestic pets. If they were released to the wild when 
older, they would most likely become a neighborhood nui- - 
sence, raiding garbage pails, subject to abusive treatment 
from children and adults, and an easy prey for their natural 
enemies or dogs, neither of which they fear. 


Nye re a 


The cute little babies that are romping around your home- 
made cage will soon grow up to be adults. As a foster pa- 
rent, you are taking a considerable risk in keeping the “pet.” 
They are not domestic animals and therefore will have an 
unreliable temperament. They might bite or scratch the 
hand that feeds them without a second’s notice. As they get 
older they are less manageable and more dangerous. 


We often get calls, here at the League, from people who 
have one of these animals and want to get rid of it. They 
have found that it has become unsociable and dangerous to 
keep. There are very few places in the state that have the 
facilities to accept the animals and most of the institutions 
are overloaded with them constantly. Natural history mu- 
seums, zoos and Audubon sanctuaries are possibilities. The 
League does not have the facilities, nor the trained person- 
nel to handle wildlife. Yet if you let it loose in the woods 
somewhere it will most certainly die. 


Consider some other aspects of keeping native wildlife: 
Each and every animal is a potential reservoir of infectious 
diseases that may be transmitted to man or dogs and cats. 
Most veterinarians will not handle and treat wildlife. They 
lack the experience, training and expertise required to safe- 
ly treat their ailments. It is against the law, in Massachusetts, 
to keep most native wildlife. Fines up to $500.00 may be 
charged for harboring such animals without special permits. 
Such permits are understandably difficult to obtain and re- 
quire the owner to have the animal examined by a veterinari- 
an, receive a complete series of innoculations, and also, it 
must be spayed or castrated so that it cannot reproduce, and 
it cannot be sold or transferred to another person without 
permission from the State. 


The best advice we can give to someone who stumbles 
upon an apparently abandoned animal is to leave it alone. 
Tell children not to touch or pick up the babies. Let’s help 
the animals to live a normal childhood, become adults and 
raise more young for you to enjoy watching in the future. 


You can encourage wildlife to live near you by providing 
the proper conditions for them to live. An article in the 
April issue of NATIONAL WILDLIFE magazine called 
“INVITE WILDLIFE TO YOUR BACKYARD” gives many 
helpful tips on providing the proper kind of shelter, food 
and water that your favorite animal friends enjoy most. 
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A Plea 
For Pet Control 


REN 


- 


Barcel 


Found ona box of kittens left outside the League, this anonymous note is one of the most convincing testimonials for pet 


population control that we’ve seen: 


Please excuse my leaving the kittens like this. We have tried with all our hearts to find them a home but God was not on our 
side. | never realized one could become so attached to an animal as | have become to these kittens, but in all honesty, we could 
not care for all of them and had to decide on keeping one. | now know what people mean by not letting‘them be born, for to 


bring them here has been the most heart-tearing thing in my life. 


Thank you for your kindness. 


The League was able to find new homes for these small orphans, but most stories of homeless animals do not have such a 


happy outcome. 


John $. Norton Heads 
Livestock Conservation 


John S. Norton who joined the staff in June, was ap- 
pointed new Director of Livestock Conservation for the 
League and Field Director for New England Livestock Con- 
servation effective September 1. He replaces Roger Van 
Teyens who is leaving the post after 3 years to assume the 
position of Livestock Specialist for the American Humane 
Association in Denver, Colorado. 


A former assistant manager and acting director of the 
breeding division of Seeing Eye, Inc., Morristown, N.J., Nor- 
ton grew up on dairy farms in New Jersey and Connecticut, 
was active with the 4-H livestock programs and worked as a 
herdsman with a registered Guernsey herd. 


He was graduated from the University of Connecticut 
with a B.S. degree in Animal Science and served with a U.S. 
Marine Corps reconnaissance unit in Viet Nam. He and his 
wife Lynda, with their two pet dogs, live in Billerica. 


Pony Express 
Beats Post Time 


Normally it takes mail 25 hours to travel between AI- 
pine and Fort Stockton, Texas via U.S. postal service routes, 
but a team of pony express relay riders recently did the same 
mail delivery in four hours. The demonstration, which cul- 
minated in an ambush by a group of ““Indians’”’ who chased 
the riders to a barbeque celebration, provoked a lot of 
horse-laughs from equestrians. 


Ecologists 
Endanger Deer? 


Recycling paper to save trees may endanger deer and 
other wildlife according to noted conservation writer John 
Madson. The white-tailed deer, the ruffled grouse and other 
creatures depend on young aspen forests for good browse, 
he said. As aspen forests are allowed to mature, the good 
ranging area shrinks. This may be a tip-off to the complex- 
ity of wildlife ecology, he noted. 
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Guides For 
Horse Owners 


The recent outbreaks of Eastern Equine Encephalomye- 
litis in New Hampshire and Massachusetts have resulted in 
many calls to us from concerned owners of horses and other 
animals. League veterinarians.assure dog and cat owners 
that their pets are not susceptible to the disease. 


The League’s Livestock Conservation Dept. offers the 
following guidelines to horse owners: 


1.) Ifa horse has been vaccinated in the last 12 months, 
there should be no problem. If the animal has not 
been vaccinated, get it done. 


2.) Signs of encephalomyelitis include A) Rise in body 
temperature, B) loss of appetite, C) reduced reflexes, 
D) drowsiness, E) grinding of teeth with retention 
of grass between teeth and lips, F) animal may cir- 
cle, walk into fences or other objects or stand with 
crossed legs, G) animal may not be able to get up 
when lying down. In later stages of the disease 
there may be 1) diarrhea, 2) inability to swallow, 
3) paralysis followed by death. 


3.) If an animal is suspected of having the disease, place 
jt in a separate stall (if possible) and spray or wipe 
it with insecticide to protect the animal from mos- 
quitos which will infect other animals. Call Your 
Veterinarian! 


4.) Do not, under any circumstances transport a horse 
to areas you know or suspect are infected. If the 
animal is near or in an infected area, do not move 
it into areas that are not. 


wn 


Contact your veterinarian—he will be most quali- 
fied to answer your questions. 


ae 


Dog Week: 
What's It All About ? 


“‘Friendship—that’s what it’s all about’”’ is the theme of 
National Dog Week, September 23-29, 1973. Across the 
country, dog clubs, schools, libraries, animal welfare or- 
ganizations, dog owners and dog lovers will mark the 46th 
annual observance of Dog Week. It’s purpose? To share the 
fun of dog ownership and promote better care for all dogs. 


Pet Pals Donate 
Parade Prize 


Twenty-five Chatham youngsters, ages seven to fourteen, 
donated their $50 prize money from the 4th of July parade 
to the League’s Cape Cod branch in Brewster. The generous 
young animal lovers won the best in youth entry for a float 
which they designed, decorated and rode upon in the parade. 
Titled ‘“Freedom of Enterprise’, the float was a salute to 
Walt Disney’s 50th anniversary. 


Annual Fair Set 
For October 17 


Plan now to attend the League’s Annual Fair, Wednesday, 
October 17, 11 A.M. till 4 P.M. at the League Headquarters, 
corner of Tremont and Arlington Sts. 


The Fair will feature hundreds of gift items and food 
delicacies on sale, demonstration of obedience trained dogs 
and conducted tours of the shelter and clinic. Mrs. George 
M. Cushing, Jr. and Mrs. William Endicott, 2nd are chairmen 
of the event. 


Proceeds from the event help provide food, shelter and 
medical care for stray or abandoned animals. You can help 
by sending contributions or donating articles with sales ap- 
peal. Complete details are on the back cover. 
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League Headquarters e Corner Tremont and Arlington Streets 
Wednesday, October 17, 1973 e 11 A.M. to 4 P.M. 


You can help by sending contributions of money or by donating articles 
with sales appeal — food, stationery, household supplies, pet accessories, 
china, jewelry, knicknacks or other gift items. 


Mail articles to the Animal Rescue League of Boston 
10 Chandler Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116, or 
inquire about our collection service. Tel. 426-9170. 


...and protect your own pet, too. For every inner foil en- 
velope from a Sergeant’s Sentry Flea Collar that you send 
us, Sergeant’s will donate a dollar to help us care for home- 
less animals. Look for the details wherever you buy your 
flea collars, then send those inner envelopes where they'll 
do the most good: 


TO: THE ANIMAL RESCUE LEAGUE OF BOSTON 
P.O. BOX 265 BOSTON, MASS. 02117 
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